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“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.”

- Plato
Drum Major
JD Vestal
Band Captains 

Saul Pasco, Austin Hall, Josh Thompson, Ivy Barker
Band Director, Melinda Hooker
Expectations of a BCHS Band Member


Each student is a representative of Bath County High School and is expected to exemplify respectful behavior at all times.  Each student is expected to follow directions from those in charge whether they are the band director, chaperone, band parent or student leader.  Each of you is expected to be punctual and respectful of one another’s time.  It is also expected that students be willing to give and receive help from one another in a caring and professional manner.  Lastly, all school rules and expectations apply to any and all band activities whether the band is on or off school grounds.

Attendance and Behavior Policy


Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances.  The band director PRIOR to any rehearsal or performance must approve absences.  Approved absences include illness, death in the family or school sponsored event.  All absences require a note from a parent or doctor.  All band students must attend band camp at Camp Accovac.  All band students must be registered for band class where rehearsals will take place.  There will be practice after school every Friday and occasional after school practices on selected days.  You will be given notice well before the practice so that you will be able to plan accordingly.  All band members are expected to attend football games, marching competitions, winter and spring concerts, parades, district band festival and other community events.  Always listen carefully for any schedule changes etc.  All students are expected to give 100% percent at all rehearsals and performances.  Should a student exhibit inappropriate behavior, come to practice/performance unprepared, use profanity or treat other members with disrespect, that student will experience the same consequences as that of an unexcused absence.  When a student has an unexcused absence, they will be informed of the unexcused status and it will be recorded in the absence notebook.  If a student reaches 3 unexcused absences from performances or practices, they will lose the privilege of performing with the band at games and concerts and will not be able to participate in the spring trip.  They will still be in the band class and will be required to complete a 3 page typed essay on a selected classical composer for each performance missed. 
Schedule


Each of you has received a schedule of band events.  As a band member, you are required to attend all performances.  Instead of a written test- the performance is your test.  Each member is essential to the success of our organization.  Please adhere to the schedule and listen in rehearsal for any changes.  We can only be our best if we are all present!  A current version of the schedule (as well as pictures etc) is always available on the band website http://www.bath.k12.va.us/bchs/bchsband/SitePages/Home.aspx.  The band also has a facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Bath-County-High-School-Band/167703426573714 that will post events, pictures, schedule changes etc.
Football Games


We will stay after school on Fridays for rehearsal.  After rehearsal, we will go to the cafeteria and have dinner (usually pizza at approx $3.00 each).  We will dress after dinner and march off the hill to the field at approx. 6:10PM.  At the football games, it is the goal of the band to bring excitement to the crowd and help keep the energy going!  At halftime, we perform our competitive marching show!  While at home games, we will always perform toward the home crowd.  At away games, we will perform to the home crowd as well…which will be away from our fans!  While in the stands, all band members need to keep a close eye on the drum major.  Make sure you are prepared to play whenever the drum major begins and make sure you cut off with the drum major as well.  We have very little time between plays, so pay attention!  All students will be sitting in their sections.  Only band members are allowed in the reserved band area.  The band will receive a break after the half time show.  All students must be back in the stands ready to perform at the beginning of the fourth quarter.  Keep your eyes on the scoreboard.  Any student who returns late to the stands loses their break at the next game.

Instrument Requirement


All band members are expected to have the following materials as well as their band instrument and music:


Flutes: cleaning rod and handkerchief, pencil


Clarinets and Saxes: cork grease, swab and two extra reeds, pencil


Bassoon:  cleaning swab and one extra reed, pencil


Brass:  mouthpiece brush, valve oil, slide grease, mute, pencil


Percussion: drum key, sticks, pencil


Anyone using a school owned instrument will be responsible for the repairs made to that instrument throughout the year.


At NO TIME should anyone use, touch or perform on another student’s instrument.  Use of a school owned instrument must be approved by the director.

Uniform Care


Marching and concert band uniforms will be assigned to every band member.  Each student will receive a garment bag in which to place the uniform.  At the conclusion of every performance, all uniforms will be checked in by number.  Each student must turn in his or her own uniform properly hung on a hanger in its garment bag.  Uniforms may not be exchanged without the approval of the director.  All uniforms will be dry-cleaned at the end of the season.  The students should return the uniforms in proper condition.  If the uniform is not in the proper condition when turned in, the student will be expected to pay for any repairs that need to be made to the uniform.  Should a band member lose or destroy a uniform, he or she will be expected to pay $380.00 to replace the uniform.  Should a guard member lose or destroy a uniform, she will be expected to pay $130.00.  All uniforms are to be kept in the uniform closet- not at home or in a locker!  Uniforms will be worn at all times in the stands.  Jackets will not be removed!


All members will also be required to purchase a marching band T-shirt, black socks and shoes (unless already available).  The band T-shirt will be required for some events.  You are responsible for every part of your uniform.  You will not be allowed to perform if you are not prepared.  Remember…you are representing our band and our high school!  Be prepared!

Nothing is to be pinned to the uniform unless approved by the director.  No jewelry should be visible while in marching uniform.  Hair is to be above collar length.  For those with longer hair, it is to be put up securely under the hat.

There will also be a concert band uniform checked out to every band member.  You are responsible for keeping it clean and returning it at the end of the year in good condition.  Gentlemen will need black dress shoes and black socks and ladies will need black dress shoes/sandles (NO flip flops).  Gentleman need to be sure not to wear t-shirts with words or designs underneath their dress shirts.

Ensembles to be offered


Band students have the opportunity to join and audition for several ensembles throughout the year in addition to band class.  


All Area Band: All area band is by audition only.  If interested, you will be given audition music in September.  Scales and sight-reading are also required in the audition.  Eighth graders will audition for the middle school ensemble and grades 9-12 will audition for the high school ensemble.  Both middle and high school all area bands will be made up of the top students who audition from the following school divisions- Highland, Bath, Rockbridge, Alleghany and Covington.  Auditions will be held in November.  

All District Band:
All district band is much the same as all area except it is a step further.  It includes students in our entire district.  The audition will only include scales and sight-reading as well as a prepared piece.  The auditions for all district band will occur the first Sat in December.  (All state band is the next step if you are accepted into one of the top All District chairs.)

Supplies and Repairs


Supplies such as reeds, oils etc. may be purchased from the band director.  You are responsible for purchasing all reeds, oils etc to maintain your instrument!  Should you need supplies for your instrument or repairs, please contact Star City Music at 1-540-772-7722 or starcitymusic.com and they will deliver anything you need to the school directly.
________________________________________________________________________

Please sign below indicating that you were in class for the discussion of the Band Handbook and agree to all items in the Band Handbook.  Once this agreement is signed, you are responsible for all information in the handbook.  
I understand and agree to all statements found in the Band Handbook.

